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Nume. XXXVI. 


The LA Y-MON K. 





Nil durins, 


Quam quod homines vidiculos facit. 


Juv. 





From Monpay, February 8. toWxEDNESDAY, February 10. 1713. 





AN is by Nature fo gteat a Lover of E- 

{teem and Popularity, that perhaps no 

other Inclination fways the Soul with a 
ftronger Biafs. As in general it governs his De- 
figns, and animates the Execution of them, fo 1n 
particular it is often the Spring of that Praife 
which he beftows on others, while he makes his 
court to every Man, and fays fomething handfome 
and obliging to ail who come into his Company, 
that they in their turn may {peak well of him, and 
propagate his Reputation. This inbred Paffion 
makes Men incapable of bearing Negle& and 
Contempt ; and nothing more croffes their Defires 
and gives them more Uneafinefs, than to become 
the Objects of Jeft and Derifion. This, I perfwade 
my felf, has often more weaken’d, and at laft extin- 
guifh’d the unconfirm’d Vertue of young Perfons, 
and made more Converts to Irreligion and Immo- 
rality, than any other Difcouragement. When in- 
genious and libertine Laughers fet upon mo- 
deft Innocence, and expofe a referv’d Behaviour 
limited by the Rules of Vertue and Religion, the 
bafhful Poffeffor is ,ut out of Countenance ; and 
not being able to ftand the Shock of their repeated 
Raillery, to avoid Scandal, he yields to Tempta- 
tions, and rather chufes to be vicious and fafhion- 
able, than innocent and ridiculous. 


To obviate this Objeétion to the Praétice of Ver- 
tue, that it draws upon a Man Difrepeét and 
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Scorn, it fhould be confider’d, that the Commenda- 


tions and Efteem of ill Men are neither to be hop’d 
for nor defir’d. 


When contending Parties divide a Nation, and 
oppofe each other with the utmoft Violence, it is 
not reafonable to expect they fhould magnify the 
Merit of one another, and be zealous to proteé& 
each other’s Reputation. Now thofe Perfons who 
have efpous’d the Interefts of Vice and Immorality 
are an implacable Party, who declare againft the 
Good and Innocent : A Party that appear’d in the 
eldeft Ages of the World, and fo general, that they 
do not only embroil a fingle Nation, but all Man- 
kind, while with the utmoft Zeal: ray, wens to 


fupprefs Vertue, and exterminate Religion from 
their Species. 


Now, as it is not imaginable that this immoral 
Faction, that undermine Vertue, and ftrike at the 
Foundations of Religion, fhould ever {peak ho- 
nourably of the Patrons of one and the Brafticers 
of the other ; fo is it true that Men of Vertue 
have no Reafon to defire their Praifes; for as 
this would derive a Cenfure upon them, that 
they had deferv’d the Applaufe of ill Men by fome 
immoral Actions, and culpable Compliances, (for 
if an Atheift cries a Man up, we are diffident of 
his Religion, and if a Libertine commends him, 


we fufpect his Vertue) fo it fhould be cohfider’d, 
that 
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that 6 depehd. on t €- good, Opinion of bad 
Men, i8 “fo ‘put ‘or Edfe and Happinefs out of 
our own Poffeffion, and to make it over to 
thofe Perfons in Truit for us, who bear us I|-Will 
upon the Account of our moft valuable Qualities. 
Befidesywottd Men attetid to the Di€tates of Rea- 
fon, aa@ view this Matter in a true Light, they 
would foon di{cemm that the Derifiof and ‘Re- 
+ ° a. . - ; 
proaches of the Coofe and Immoral are in reality 
great Encomiums, and a con{picuous Mark ot true 
Honour. ‘The Approbation and Praife we receive 
from the Vertuous, the Generous and the Wife, 
impart to our Minds fecret Joy and Satisfaction, 
as they give us Affurance of our Integrity and Me- 
rit; and for the fame Reafon the Calumnies and 
ill Reprefentations of us by immoral Men fhould be 
look’d on as aTeftimony they bear to our Vertue, 
and an Honour they do'us, to acknowledge wéare 
unlike to themfelves. When the Philofopher was 
told, That fome bad Men had revil’d him, he re- 
plyd, bam obtte’d to thote Perfons for celebrating 
my Praifes, and fhall endcavour to behave my felt 
fo well, as never to forfeit their ill Opinion. 


To be vilify’d and derided by the Haters of Ver- 
tuc, and Patrons of Irreligion, is thereiore an Honour 
on which a Man may juftiy value himfelf. it 1s 
enough to move Vanity 1n our own Minds, aod 
Envy in others 5 and not to be elated under fuch a 
Temptation, if the right Notion of Honour were 
underftood, would be a Mark of eminent Mode- 
fty. What are the Shouts and Acclamations which 
rung in the Ears of Cefa; when he eénter’d Rome in 
Triumph, if compar’d. with the Applaufes that 
Socrates receiv’d, when he came into the Theatre, 
and receiv’d, upon the Account of his fingular 
Vertue; the loud Derifion of the degenerate Athe- 
nians? With what Conftancy and Satisfation did 
he hear the higheft Expreffions of Contempt and 
Indignation bearing Witnefs to his Piety and un- 
common Merit? It is not unreafonable to think 
he might entertain himfelf with fome feeret Re- 
fleions like thefe: « Can I flatter my {elf that 
‘© LThave Merit enough to extcrt from thofe flagi- 
“ tious People fuch a general Contetfion of their 
‘© Hatred and Contempt? Were I really poffets’d 
“ of fo much Vertue as might jaltly attraét the 
“ Scorn and Malevolence of thefe Enemies of 
© Goodne&, it might fill my Soul with Vain-glory. 
Such a Solilogay might employ his Thoughts when 
he receiv’d this publick and univerfal Approbation 
of his Piety from fincere and unbiafs’d Judges. Ne- 
ver is any Applaufe more free from Flattery, than 
when a flagitrous Aflembly proclaim their Scorn 
and Deteftation of a vertuous Man. 


Thus a Perfon of fuperior Goodnefs may enjoy 
Malevolence and Defamation, turn Invetives into 
Panegyricks, and take Pleafute in the Reproaches 
of the Vicious, which are the Reward of Vertue, 
as well us the Praifes of good Men, both equal- 
ly expreffing the Opinion of our Merit, which 
is the tfag Notion of Fame and Glory. ‘The In- 
tegrity of il} Men may be depended ony when b 
their evil fpeaking they publickly confefs the Me- 
rit of others 5 and in this RefpeSt their Calumnies 
furpafs the Encomiums.of the Good, who from a 
charitable Difpofition may Hatter us with too great 
Expreffions of their Efteem, and exalt us with 
Praules to which our Vertue is unequal. 


This Difcourfe was occifton’d by the following 


Letter, ’ 


To Mr. RAVENSCROFT. 


oT Ms 

i] Am a young Gentleman of the Temple, where 
™ «T have rehded two Years. Befides the Ad- 
‘ vantages of a liberal Education, I receiv’d early 
‘ Impretlions of Vertue from the pious Inftructions 
‘and Example of an indulgent Mother. I have 
¢ hitherto preferv’d that Regularity of Manners in 
‘ which I have been brousht up; notwithftanding 
¢jome of my loof? Relations, and other young 
¢ Men of Wit and Pleifure, have often attempted 
‘to feduce mc. They make me the common 
¢ Mark of their Flouts and Kaillery, and always 
¢ expofe me when lam obiie’d to be in their Com- 
‘ pany, to make me afham’d of my unfafhionable 
¢ Refervednefs. One with a fcoffing Air fays, I 
‘ hope, !/7//. you follow the wholefome Advice and 
¢ good Counfel that your Mother and the Door 
© of the Parith fend you. Another cries, with a 
¢ farcaftical Sneer, I would by no Means have you 
‘ forget to read your Chapter and fay your Prayers 
¢ every Day. A third commends meas a great Goer 
‘ toChurch, and hopes I am mightily edify’d by 
‘ hearing Sermons. This conftant Derifion has 
‘ been a fhocking Difcouragement, and has often 
‘ made me very uneafy ; and therefore, Sr, I en- 
‘ treat you to publifh a Difcourfe on this Subjeé, 
¢ that may be ufeful to my felf, and to others in 
¢ the fame Circumftances. “I am, 


~ 


sit 


Middle-Temple, 
Feb. 1. 1714. 
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